
From: Calderon, Wanda
To: Saeedy, Alexander
Bcc: Wiener, Tally
Subject: RE: Alexander Saeedy FOIA Request - formerly at Reorg now at Wall Street Journal
Date: Thursday, September 23, 2021 1:31:00 PM
Attachments: Initial Denial CBI Letter EPA-R2 2021-005390 8_18_2021.docx

Hi Mr. Saeedy,
 
The FOIA tracking case number was very helpful in locating the EPA’s response.  Attached is a copy
of the letter that was issued on 8/24/2021 to the email address on file.  Please let me know what
else I can do for you.  Glad to help!
 
Respectfully,
 
Wanda Calderon
Government Information Specialist
Office of Regional Counsel
U.S. EPA Region 2 Lead FOIA Program (LFP)
212-637-3668
calderon.wanda@epa.gov 
www.epa.gov/foia

 

From: Saeedy, Alexander <alexander.saeedy@wsj.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 23, 2021 1:12 PM
To: Calderon, Wanda <Calderon.Wanda@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Alexander Saeedy FOIA Request - formerly at Reorg now at Wall Street Journal
 
Hi Wanda! So, the original request I made was under the following number: EPA-R2-2021-005390

I believe it was combined with another request, however, made by Patricia Borns of the US Virgin
Islands Source. 
 
You had mentioned we would receive any documents by October 1. 
 
Looking forward to your update!
 
All best,
Alex
 
On Wed, Sep 22, 2021 at 3:56 PM Calderon, Wanda <Calderon.Wanda@epa.gov> wrote:

mailto:Calderon.Wanda@epa.gov
mailto:alexander.saeedy@wsj.com
mailto:Wiener.Tally@epa.gov
mailto:calderon.wanda@epa.gov
http://www.epa.gov/foia
mailto:Calderon.Wanda@epa.gov
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REGION 2

290 BROADWAY

NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866





August 18, 2021



Mr. Alexander Saeedy

Reorg Research
11 E 26th St 20th Floor
New York, New York 10010

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request No. EPA-R2-2021-005390; Final Response and       Initial Withholding Based on Proprietary/Confidential Information (Exemption 4)

Dear Mr. Saeedy:



This letter concerns the above-referenced Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) request, received by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA or Agency”) on July 9, 2021, in which you requested the following:



“Under FOIA we are requesting a copy of an audit report that EPA mandated Limetree Bay Refining to complete pursuant to CLEAN AIR ACT EMERGENCY ORDER CAA-02-2021-1003 that EPA issued on May 14.”



The Agency has concluded its search for records and is initially withholding the four records responsive to your request, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4), due to a claim of confidentiality.



Initial Denial

EPA has determined that the records responsive to your request have been claimed as proprietary and confidential by Limetree Bay Refining, LLC (“Limetree”). The records are four audit reports submitted to EPA by independent auditors on or around June 24, 2021 and June 25, 2021. The auditors were retained by Limetree, at the request of EPA. 



[bookmark: _Hlk32335676]EPA is initially withholding these records and your request is initially denied pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4), also referred to as Exemption 4 of the FOIA, which protects “trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person [that is] privileged or confidential.” Exemption 4 is intended to protect the interests of both the government (in obtaining voluntary submission of useful and reliable commercial or financial information) and Limetree. EPA is consulting with Limetree in connection with its business confidentiality claim covering these records, and the Office of Regional Counsel will issue a final confidentiality determination. See 40 C.F.R. §§ 2.204 and 2.205. 



This letter concludes our response to your request. As noted above, the information withheld under Exemption 4 will be reviewed by the appropriate legal office, which will issue a final confidentiality determination. Therefore, you do not need to appeal this initial withholding of information under Exemption 4. 

Once the legal office issues a final confidentiality determination, EPA will notify you whether the information qualifies for confidential treatment or may be released.



If you need any further assistance or would like to discuss any aspect of your request, you may seek assistance from EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison at hq.foia@epa.gov or call (202) 566-1667. You may also seek assistance from the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS). You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways: by mail, Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001; email: ogis@nara.gov; telephone: (202) 741-5770 or (877) 684-6448; or fax: (202) 741-5769. For all media inquiries, please contact press@epa.gov.



If you have any questions concerning this response, please contact Eduardo J. Gonzalez of the Office of Regional Counsel at (212) 637-3223, or by email at gonzalez.eduardoj@epa.gov; or contact Jennifer Pierce of the Office of Regional Counsel at (212) 637-3228, or pierce.jennifer@epa.gov.  Please reference your Freedom of Information Act Request No. EPA-R2-2021-005390 in any correspondence. 



Sincerely,

/s/

Paul Simon

Deputy Regional Counsel
EPA Region 2
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Hello and congratulations to you Mr. Saeedy on your new job with the Wall Street Journal!  I hope
it’s going well for you!
 
 
If you give me the FOIA tracking number you received upon submitting the request via the
FOIAonline portal, I’ll be able to share specific details with you.  Thanks!
 
Cordially,
 
Wanda Calderon
Government Information Specialist
Office of Regional Counsel
U.S. EPA Region 2 Lead FOIA Program (LFP)
212-637-3668
calderon.wanda@epa.gov 
www.epa.gov/foia

 

From: SAEEDY, ALEXANDER <alexander.saeedy@wsj.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 2:16 PM
To: Calderon, Wanda <Calderon.Wanda@epa.gov>
Subject: Alexander Saeedy FOIA Request - formerly at Reorg now at Wall Street Journal
 
Hi Wanda!
 
It's Alex Saeedy, and I hope this email finds you well.
 
We were last in contact while I was still an employee at Reorg Research. I'm now working for the
Wall Street Journal on the bankruptcy beat, which means I am still actively covering the ongoing
Chapter 11 case involving Limetree Bay Refining. 
 
I wanted to make sure you had my new contact information as I am still very interested in
receiving the requested FOIA that myself and other reporters have requested related to audit
reports the EPA mandated Limetree Bay to complete prior to any reopening.
 
I would be happy to hear any update you might have there, and whether I need to do anything on
my end (make a new FOIA account, etc) to ensure access to that information once it is
disseminated.
 
Many thanks. Please give me a call if I can answer any questions! 917-882--2476
 
All best,

mailto:calderon.wanda@epa.gov
http://www.epa.gov/foia
mailto:alexander.saeedy@wsj.com
mailto:Calderon.Wanda@epa.gov


Alex
 
 
—
Alexander Saeedy
Reporter, The Wall Street Journal
(917) 882-2476 (M)
alexander.saeedy@wsj.com

mailto:alexander.saeedy@wsj.com

